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organic; and can diminish only by being outgrown. A
subtle form of fetishism, it is as natural to the present
phase of human evolution as its grosser prototype was
to an earlier phase. From the time when rulers were
thought demi-gods, there has been a gradual decline in
men's estimates of their power. This decline is still in
progress, and has still far to go. Doubtless, every incre-
ment of evidence furthers it in some degree, though not to
the degree that at first appears. Only in so far as it modi-
fies character does it produce a permanent effect. For
while the mental type remains the same, the removal of
a special error is inevitably followed by the growth of
other errors of the same genus. All superstitions die hard;
and we fear that this belief in government-omnipotence
will form no exception.